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CEENU andCongratulations 

to ATV Raffle Prize Winner 

Kristin S. Mahaffey, D.V.M. 
 

Michael Weber, 

LA & MS Rep, 

Ryan Koenig, GA 

& SC Rep, Kristin 

Mahaffey, D.V.M., 

Scott Chapman. AL 

& FL Panhandle 

Rep at the Southern 

Veterinary 

Conference on 

August 10th.

Roadrunner Express
Roadrunner Pharmacy  711 E. Carefree Hwy. Suite 140, Phoenix, AZ 85085  • 877-518-4589

The veterinary community lost two very 
useful chemotherapeutic drugs recently 
with the withdrawal of CEENU and 
ELSPAR.  Lomustine is an antineoplastic 
alkylating agent often used in the treatment 
of CNS neoplasms, mast cell tumors and 
lymphomas; no date has been proposed for 
its return.  L-Asparaginase, an asparagine 
specific enzyme, is often part of a multidrug 
approach to lymphomas and leukemias in 
cats and dogs.  Lundbeck Labs discontinued 
this valuable drug earlier this year and it 
seems the supply pipeline is now depleted.  

Fortunately, Roadrunner Pharmacy has 
been able to source these two ingredients.  
After independent testing, we are now 
compounding Lomustine in capsules and 
L-Asparaginase injection as a kit that is 
reconstituted at the clinic (which is not 
classified as ‘compounding’ at the clinic 
level).  In addition to these two potent 
therapeutics, we are able to compound 
medications like AZATHIOPRINE, 
CYCLOPHOSPHAMIDE, 
CHLORAMBUCIL, PIROXICAM and a 
host of other drugs. 

As the human marketplace dwindles so 
too does the veterinary world and, with 
increasing frequency, therapeutic standards 
are disappearing.  Compounding pharmacy 
continues to be a significant option for 
sourcing hard-to-find and discontinued 
items.  Please call and speak to one of 
our pharmacists about your medication 
challenges. 

Roadrunner Cares!Roadrunner partnered with AZ Equine Rescue to rehabilitate Shiny Chevy, a miniature horse, found abandoned and near death. To show his appreciation, he visited the corporate office to thank Roadrunner Employees in person!

  
ELSPAR 

 Revisited

Fall 2013

Ongoing training 
programs ensure 

Roadrunner 
Pharmacists are up 
to date on the latest 

veterinary medication 
options, state laws and 

compliance regulations.

Commitment to 
Excellence!



Page 2

    The United States Pharmacopeia (USP), in place since 1820, is 
       a group of volunteer experts who have come together to 

create guidelines and standards for all aspects of pharmacy including 
compounded sterile preparations.  USP Chapter 797 was written to help 

lead compounders down the right path to ensure quality sterile drugs reach patients. 

In order to accomplish this, Chapter 797 includes guidelines for facilities, equipment, 
environmental monitoring, cleaning, training, appropriate attire, sterility testing, pyrogen 
testing and so much more.   This may leave you wondering who is monitoring this, and how 
it will affect your veterinary practice going forward. 

Currently, some individual state boards enforce 797 compliance and some 
do not; currently the FDA is making a push for this responsibility.   
Not surprisingly, adherance to the above noted quality standards 
add greater costs to the pharmacy.  Some pharmacies are no longer 
compounding sterile drugs due to recently enforced standards and 
these added costs.  Roadrunner Pharmacy feels that it is essential 

to provide our clients with the safest sterile compounds 
by meeting and and continually striving to exceed USP 

797 guidelines. 

Find out more at www.USP.org

For a first-hand 
look at our 

pharmacy, visit 
our website or 
scan the code 

below. See 
the extensive 

measures 
Roadrunner 
Pharmacy 

takes to ensure 
compliance 

with USP 797 
standards.

Aminopentamide 0.2mg 
Amlodipine 0.625mg, 1.25mg
Atenolol 6.25mg
Benazepril 1.25mg 
Budesonide 1mg
Cisapride 2.5mg, 5mg
Clomipramine 2.5mg, 5mg, 10mg
Enalapril 1.25mg, 2.5mg
Methimazole 2.5mg, 5mg
Prazosin 0.5mg
Prednisolone 2.5mg, 5mg
Tramadol 5mg, 10mg

Mini-Melts *

Aminophylline 25mg, 50mg 
Amitriptyline 5mg, 10mg
Azithromycin 25mg, 50mg 
Gabapentin 25mg, 50mg 
Metronidazole 25mg, 50mg 
Triamcinolone 1.5mg 

Vanilla Tabs*

*Drugs, strengths and flavors are subject to change.

Friendly pharmacists are standing by!  877-518-4589

Roadrunner Pharmacy’s rapidly dissolving, flavored tablets and Mini-Melts break down 
quickly in existing saliva, greatly enhancing the dosing process and our compounded 

tablets are swallowable or chewable.

The information contained is intended for use as an informational aid. It does not cover all possible uses, actions, precautions, side effects, or interactions of the preparations shown, nor is 
the information intended as medical advice or diagnosis for individual health problems or for making an evaluation as to the risks and benefits of using a particular preparation. Information 
and statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), nor has the FDA approved the preparations to diagnose, cure or prevent disease.  Roadrunner 
Pharmacy compounded veterinary preparations are medications prepared at the direction of a veterinarian and are not intended for use in food and food-producing animals.  10_13
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Dose with Ease!

Perhaps you remember those heady days of yesteryear when the practice of veterinary medicine was vastly different 
than it is today.  There was not nearly the record keeping, the training mandates nor the treatment protocols.  Is 
today’s practice of animal medicine, with its heightened level of sophistication, any less ‘traditional?’   Wherever your 
definition falls, what remains a constant is the level of your care.  The newest foray into legislative control of your 
ability to practice medicine is U.S. House Resolution 3089, or ironically titled, The Compounding Clarity Act of 
2013.  This act, the Senate’s newest project - SB 95, along with legislation being considered by many states, are all 
trying to define traditional compounding.   

TRADITIONAL PHARMACY COMPOUNDING is the preparation of individual prescriptions based on specific 
patient needs.  It is immaterial whether the pharmacy provides this service 10 times a day or 10,000 times a day, as 
long as the criteria are met and the quality is maintained. Of equal importance is the concept of ANTICIPATORY 
COMPOUNDING - compounding common items in advance of the actual prescription.  Sometimes, a smaller 
batch is more difficult to make than a larger one.  Also unique to the veterinary community is the concept of office 
stock.  It is absurd to place an order of Apomorphine in a pet’s name. Mandates that require this are asking you to 
be less than truthful.  Common antidotes and in-house medications will continue to disappear from the commercial 
marketplace, a situation easily rectified with compounding.  Yet, both concepts, anticipatory and office stock 
compounding, do not meet the classic definition of ‘traditional’ compounding by human medicine standards.   
 
And that’s exactly the point.  Virtually none of the contemporary legislation being proposed or frankly, those 
currently in place, address the unique needs of veterinary medicine.  Although practitioners and decision makers are 
technically ‘invited’ to comment on pending rules, rarely do they receive these invitations and consequently do not 
make themselves heard and, as a result, we get the less-than-relevant laws such as these that we will struggle to live 

with.  We encourage you to take that active role and provide your crucial insight--it’s not too 
late to intervene in pending bills; even previously passed rulings can be altered.  Veterinary 

medicine should be excluded from both the senate and house bills; state legislators and 
state veterinary boards should engage state boards of pharmacy to illustrate the reality 
and subsequent hardship of their rulings.   The pendulum has swung to the extreme in 
the wake of the NECC issues; there are no longer traditions in the fast-pace world of 
medicine; contemporary definitions will likely involve volume instead of quality.  That is 
not the basis for your practice and it is not the basis for compounding pharmacy.

TRADITIONAL   Compounding?



ICE IN THE DESERT!  Clinic Appreciation Night
Hundreds of people and families from the vet industry joined Roadrunner Pharmacy for our 6th 
Annual Clinic Appreciation Ice Skating Event in Scottsdale, Arizona
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In a profession where some of our colleagues are still using Apomorphine tablets years after they’ve expired, briefer 
expiration dates are sometimes hard to grasp.  Beyond-Use-Dates (BUDs) are assigned to compounded preparations 
made by pharmacies who follow Good Compounding Practice and differ from Expiration Dates, which are extended 

datings given to products by manufacturers following established Good Manufacturing Practices. 

It is difficult to assign a beyond-use date; the United States Pharmacopeia (USP) 
recommendations for BUDs are very conservative and their assignment is often 

complicated.  Because compounded preparations are intended for administration 
generally sooner than commercial products, their BUDs are assigned using criteria different 
from those applied to assigning expiration dates to manufactured drug products.  USP does 
allow pharmacies to extend these dates when there is sufficient testing to justify this date.   

For this reason and to better serve our clients, Roadrunner Pharmacy sends quality 
products, both sterile and non-sterile, to an independent laboratory to verify our shelf 

lives and maximize the amount of time the compound can be administered, many with 
dates of 180 days!  While this testing can be very expensive, we do this to ensure 

that your clinic’s and clients’ medication is viable for the duration of the prescription.  As always, ask 
the hard questions of your compounder.  We work hard for your trust!  Roadrunner is convinced that 
testing of this nature gives you the confidence you need when prescribing essential medications.  

Beyond-Use Dates: How Are They Determined?

Please Join Us: Veterinarian Dinner Talks

November 4:  Vienna, VA  -  Nostos Restaurant 
November 5:  Alexandria, VA  -  Paradiso Italian Restaurant
November 6:  Reston, VA  -  Mon Ami Gabi
November 7:  Leesburg, VA  -  Tuscarora Mill

October 21:  Indianapolis, IN  -  Three Wise Men Brewery
October 22:  Fort Wayne, IN  -  Baker Street
October 23:  Greenwood, IN  -  Oaken Barrel Brewing Co. 
October 24:  Troy, MI  -  Loccino Italian Grill 


